
 
 
September 6, 2006 

Approval as a Correspondence School  
for Home Instruction in Virginia  

 
Section 22.1-254.1 of the Code of Virginia prescribes the requirements parents must meet if 
they want to home school a child.  One option available to parents is enrollment of the child 
in an approved correspondence course.  Periodically, the Virginia Department of Education 
publishes a list of approved courses that satisfies the provisions of this law. 
 
If a correspondence school wishes to have its program reviewed for approval by the Virginia 
Department of Education, the school must submit an Affidavit, and the information listed in 
the Affidavit and in 8 VAC 20-60-20 of the Regulations Governing the Approval of 
Correspondence Courses for Home Instruction adopted by the Board of Education in July 
1985.  The school must forward information regarding its accreditation status, copies of any 
required application forms and enrollment agreements, descriptions of the 
programs/courses offered, a statement of ownership or control of the school, a description 
of the methods used to evaluate students’ work, a schedule of tuition and fees, and 
verification of approval or exemption from regulation from the appropriate government 
agency in its state of domicile.  This Department may request additional information, if 
needed.  The Affidavit and these regulations are available on the Parent Page under Home 
Instruction. 
 
The completed Affidavit and other required information must be sent to the Division of 
Policy and Communications for review. The school may contact this office at the address 
below, by telephone at (804) 225-2092, or by e-mail at policy@doe.virginia.gov if there are 
any questions or comments. 
 
Section 22.1-205 of the Code of Virginia and the Regulations Governing Driver Education at 
8 VAC 20-340-10 et seq. govern the approval of correspondence courses for driver 
education programs.  Schools seeking approval for driver education courses must submit 
for review a complete syllabus, the name and publisher of the textbook required, an 
estimate of the minimum amount of time (in hours) required to complete the course, the 
Affidavit, and the other information required above for correspondence courses.   
 
All information regarding approval of correspondence courses for driver education 
should be forwarded to Vanessa Wigand, principal specialist for health, P.E., and 
driver education.  If there are questions about the approval process for driver education 
courses, please contact Ms. Wigand at the address below, by email at 
vanessa.wigand@doe.virginia.gov, or by telephone at 804-225-3300. 
 
 
The Department’s mailing address is: 
 
Virginia Department of Education 
P.O. Box 2120 
Richmond, VA 23218-2120 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Parents/corrcour.html
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Parents/index.html
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Parents/index.html
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Parents/index.html
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Parents/index.html
mailto:policy@doe.virginia.gov
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-205
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+reg+8VAC20-340
mailto:vanessa.wigand@doe.virginia.gov
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